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Funding for the Service

Recent media has reported that federal funding for Rural Financial Counselling Service
Program is not confirmed post 30 June 2011. We wish to inform all clients that our
Governing Board, Tasmanian Rural Counselling Inc, have been meeting with members
of parliament and other stakeholders to determine government plans for the pro-
gram. At this stage funding announcements are not anticipated until budget night,
10th May. Please be assured that our clients will all be individually contacted should
other arrangements be required post 30 June.

What's happening:
Staffing
RFCS Offices continue to be busy with northern, southern and north western counsellors assisting cli-
ents around the state. Succession Planning, drought recovery, commaodity and flood impacts are just
some of the areas the rural financial counsellors are currently involved with.
Seasonal Conditions:
There has been erratic seasonal conditions with heavy rainfall and strong winds, humid conditions
North and North East areas of the State. This has induced significant pasture growth with large quan-
tities of hay and Silage available for storage. The heavy rainfall also caused localized flooding with dam
wall breakages, severe erosion and roads washed away. There was a cold sharp snap with associated
frost in early March causing some crop losses.
Fruits:
Mixed results. Apricots and cherries in particular affected by humidity and rain immediately prior to
harvest, with some farmers experiencing heavy crop losses and some, total write off.

Crops:

Poppies: Crops in northern / north eastern areas severely affected by gale force winds,
rain and storm damage.

Grain: Harvest affected by unseasonal heavy rains.

Potatoes: Crop affected by unseasonal heavy rain and snap frost in early March.

Green Peas: Erratic cropping due to unseasonal weather.

Livestock:

Sheep / Wool: Strong market demand for lambs has resulted in higher than normal prices with
recent major Oatlands sheep sale disclosing highest average price for store
lambs at a major Tasmanian sale for quite some time.

Cattle: Strong demand for all categories, with particular firm demand from Butchers.

Japanese Ox up to 198c / kg.

Tasmanian Government Flood

Recovery Grants for Small Businesses;
Response

Tasmania was severely impacted by significant rain-
fall events and floods on 12 to 14 January 2011.

The Tasmanian Government and Australian Govern-
ments have agreed to provide grant funding to pri-
mary producers, small businesses and charities and
non-profit organisations who have suffered direct
damage as a result of the storms and flooding to
assist with clean-up, removal of debris and restora-
tion costs under the Natural Disaster Relief and
Recovery Arrangements (NDRAA).

In addition, eligible individuals may be able to ac-
cess personal hardship and distress assistance.

Funding for the grants will be met equally by the
Australian and State Governments.

Under the NDRAA Community Recovery Package,
four recovery packages can be accessed by eligible
applicants:

Recovery Grants for Primary Producers;

www.rfcstasmania.com.au

Recovery Grants for Charities and Non-Profit Or-
ganisations;

Personal Hardship and Distress Assistance for Indi-
viduals and Families.

Note that all forms must be lodged by
30 June 2011.

Phone: 1300 &8 FARM (1300 &8 3276)


http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-8DB5YV?open#AssistanceforPrimary
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-8DB5YV?open#AssistanceforSmallBu
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-8DB5YV?open#AssistanceforChariti
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-8DB5YV?open#AssistanceforChariti
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-8DB5YV?open#IndividualsFamilies
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-8DB5YV?open#IndividualsFamilies

Rural Financial Counselling Service
Tasmania

62 York Street
LAUNCESTON Tas 7250

Phone: 1300 88 3276
Fax: 0363 340 979
E-mail: enquiry@rfcstasmania.com.au

Supported by the Australian and Tasmanian
Governments

UMSMANIA

The RFCS Program aims to:

e Provide clients with access to financial infor-
mation, options, decision support and referrals
to other sources of indusiry, professional and
government assistance

e Empower clients to make their own decisions
on how to most effectively manage change
and adjustment issues

e Deliver effective, flexible and responsive ser-
vices fo those in need of assistance.

Rural Tertiary Hardship Fund

The Australian Government is ensuring that the most
disadvantaged rural and regional students will now
have more opportunity to attend university through the
release of new grants under the Rural Tertiary Hard-
ship Fund.

The objective of the Rural Tertiary Hardship Fund is to
assist young people, under 25 years of age, from rural
or regional areas who would experience financial hard-
ship in undertaking higher education without this assis-
tance.

Students from areas other than major capital cities,
commencing a bachelor degree in 2011 and experienc-
ing severe financial hardship, are able to apply for a
$3000 one-off grant to assist in undertaking their uni-
versity degree. In semester one, 2011 there will be
around 1600 grants made available. The semester one
round of the Fund is now open.

* you are under 25 years of age as at 1 March 2011

*  your usual place of residence is not in a major
city, (unless you have had to move to start study
in 2011)

*  you are commencing a full-time bachelor level
degree in semester 1 of 2011, in a Common-
wealth supported place

* you are an Australian citizen, permanent resident
or a permanent humanitarian visa holder and

*  your parents income did not exceed $150 000 in
the previous tax year.

More information on the eligibility and selection crite-
ria, details on how to apply for a grant and the appli-
cation form are available on the website
www.deewr.gov.au/rthf or by contacting the Student
Enquiry Line 1800 020 108.

SKILLS INSTITUTE
FREE computer training in MY FARM
Helping farmers plan and manage their business

MyFarm is a computer program aimed at assisting farm-
ers with farm planning and management. It has been
developed by the Department of Primary Industries,
Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE) to provide a
suitable, low cost mapping application that will make it

easier for farmers to manage their farms.

MyFarm will enable you to:

e Di s pl avyelaed datp & a bage map

e« Add features such as dam
paddocks

e Record information relat
e Print a property map

The Skills Institute has partnered with DPIPWE to pro-
vide FREE computer training to Tasmanian primary pro-
ducers and their families who purchase MyFarm.

Learn how to:

e Install and operate MyFarm
e Understand mapping terms re
software

Need help with basic computer skills? Learn

how to:

e Operate a mouse

e Understand computer terms (
and software)

e Use Help options

e Create, save and manage fi l
e Print

e Use internet to purchase My
Training will be delivered state-wide by a team of a e
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on 6434 6281.

MyFarm training is funded by the Department of
Employment, Education and Workplace Relations.


http://www.deewr.gov.au/rthf

