
high client demand for this    
service. This will affect    
service delivery and may 
impact on your ability to get 
an appointment with a   
counsellor at short notice. 
 

The focus is also shifting to 
exp lore  o ther  new         
opportunit ie s  under     
T a s m a n i a n  R u r a l       
Counselling Inc.  The 
Board, the reference group 
and stakeholders recently 
attended a strategic       
planning session with 
WHK and the outcomes of 
this will be discussed at the 
next Board meeting.  We 
are interested in exploring 
other opportunities to  
provide services to the 
rural community, that 
support the Tasmanian 
Rural Counselling Inc. 
mission, and complement 
our core skills and       
experience.  If you have an 
idea, or a contact we could 
follow up, or hear of a 
funding opportunity, 
please contact our EO 
Elizabeth Skirving.  

Sometimes it seems to take 
forever for things to happen 
or for change to occur, and 
then the pivotal moment is 
reached and it just         
happens… your focus then 
shifts and you begin to move 
on to the next opportunity.  
 

In the last newsletter the 
funding for the Rural     
Financial  Counse ll ing     
Service, which is just one of 
the activities operating from 
T a s m a n i a n  R u r a l           
Counselling Inc. was not 
secure. With the support of 
our reference group, stake-
holders, friends,    political 
allies and other mainland 
RFCS services across the 
nation we were successful in 
turning a tide of doubt, into 
secure core funding for four 
years.  This includes funding 
from both the Federal     
Government and State    

Governments. I express my 
thanks to both State and 
Federal Governments for this 
support and for the long 
term commitment to core 
funding over 4 years.  
 

I also wish to thank everyone 
who provided the letters of 
support , the lobbying and 
the demonstration of the 
need for this service.      
Without this support, I 
doubt the service would be 
funded today.  
 

Now that funding is in place 
the focus has begun to shift 
and we are beginning to 
move on and to plan the 
delivery of RFCS Tas      
Program.  The Rural       
Financ ia l  Counse l l ing     
Service is the same service 
under a new deed of  con-
tract and the rural commu-
nity can expect that we will 
continue to  deliver the same              
services.  However, we have 
not operated on core funds 
alone, since 2007 and in  
effect, this means a staffing 
reduction for this service of 
a r o u nd  3 0 % i n  a n           
environment of continued 
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The Australian Governmentõs 

FarmReady Re-imbursement 

Grant Program provides funds 

to improve adoption of risk 

management and business 

management skills, increase 

adoption of new technologies 

and best practice management 

to enable primary producers 

and industries to adapt and    

respond to the impacts of  

climate change. 

Eligible participants are able 

to claim up to $1500 per 

financial year to attend 

FarmReady reg istered 

courses, with additional 

funding available for      

associated reasonable travel, 

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d     

c h i l d c a r e  e x p e n s e s .        

Registered courses focus on 

areas designed to equip  

primary producers with the 

tools to manage and adapt to 

the impacts of climate 

change. 

From 1 July 2011, the     

Program Guidelines have 

been amended to include a 

new Key Learning Area for       

ag r i t ou r i sm  and  food         

tourism. The guidelines have 

also been amended to include a 

co-contribution requirement 

for primary producers to invest 

35 per cent towards their    

training costs with FarmReady   

reimbursing the remaining 65 

per cent up to a maximum of 

$1500 per   person per financial 

year. Indigenous land managers 

a r e  e x e m p t  f r o m  a                 

co-contribution requirement. 

For further information,    

p r o g r a m  g u i d e l i n e s ,           

application form and list of 

training courses      available etc 

go to:- 

www.farmready.gov.au 
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Rearing Healthy CalvesñPractical Guide 
 

Dairy Australia and Australian Dairy Farmers have just published a    
practical guide to raising calves named “Rearing Healthy Calves—How 
to Raise Calves that Thrive.” 

The Practical guide, for dairy      
farmers and calf rearers, outlines 
the essential components on how 
to produce strong, healthy calves 
and make sure that at sale calves 
are   residue-free. 

It covers issues such as pre-calving 
care, colostrums management,       
nutrition and  weaning manage-

ment and so on and has been developed in response to industry       
requests for an  up-to-date written reference on calf   rearing. It also 
outlines the new Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines 
that apply to the transport of calves. 

The guide is free to all Dairy Australia levy payers, dairy industry     
advisors and educators and can be ordered on the Dairy Australian 
website by going to:  www.dairyaustralia.com.au, click on Animals, 
Feed & Environment tab, then go to Animal Welfare, then Calf     
Welfare,  then Farmers—view “Rearing  Healthy Calves” manual and 
complete online order form to receive a free hard copy. 

The Tasmanian fishing industry 

is affected by many issues,    
particularly during the tough         

economic conditions   facing all 
businesses at present.  For those 

finding it tough, help is at hand through Tasmaniaõs Rural 

Financial Counsellors, who have now been helping all 

areas of primary industry for over 20 years. 
 

The Rural Financial Counselling Service Tasmania   

(RFCS Tas) was founded in 1986 and is funded through 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

(DAFF) and Department of Primary Industries, Parks, 
Water & Environment (DPIPWE). Its primary  purpose is 

to provide free support to primary producers, fishermen 
and small rural businesses who are suffering financial     

hardship and who have no alternative sources of           
impartial assistance to manage the challenges of change 

and adjustment. 
 

RFCS Tas has staff throughout Tasmania.  We are able to 

visit you at your business premises and assist you to      
understand your business and financial position, access 

financial information including government benefits,  
discuss options and provide decision support.  We can 

assist clients to determine action plans to address          

industry adjustments and  climate change pressures. 
 

RFCS Tas encourage all fishermen finding it tough at  
present to seek assistance.  It may be just for a quick chat 

to assess possible options for assistance, or to look at some 
long term planning to return to a more viable   enterprise.  

Some of the things we will work through once your      
financial position has been assessed may include your  

production strategy, financial reviews, marketing and 
risk.  We have a wide network of professionals who we 

can draw on to set your business in the right direction. 
 

For assistance, call Denis on 0428 448 522 
 

Financial Options to Manage Through 

Tough Times 

 
 

Rural Financial Counselling Service 

Tasmania  

62 York Street  

LAUNCESTON  TAS  7250  

 

Phone:   1300 883 276  

Fax:       03 63 34 0979             

 

Email:   enquiry@rfcstasmania.com.au  

Website: rfcstasmania.com.au  

Community Feedback on Tasmanian Rural 

Counselling Inc  
Tasmanian Rural Counselling Inc (Incorporated Association -Parent Body) is responsi-
ble for providing the successful government funded program, Rural Financial Counsel-
ling Service Tasmania. 
 

From time to time the Board review the strategic direction of the Association and its      
programs. 
 

We need your help in understanding the needs of the community and identifying areas 
where we can look to provide further assistance.  To do this we have included a survey 
which we invite you to complete and return to us.  Alternatively, you may like to use the 
online survey facility we have been provided with as part of the strategic planning re-
view.  This feedback (either online or via paper survey’s returned) will be collated by 
WHK Business Growth, who are assisting with the review. 

CLIENTS or PARTIES WHO HAVE INTERACTED WITH RFCS Tasmania         

  The link for the client survey is:  

          www.take -survey.com/whk/rfcs.htm         

 

òThis is an outstanding service for rural producers which 

allows them to access information about what support is 

available through government programs.  Our counsellor 

has helped us to understand what is required and has 

supported us through the application process.ó   

Farmer  

http://www.take-survey.com/whk/rfcs.htm

